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II

GOD AND His HYPOSTASES

The post-Exilic idea of God was characterized by the attri-
bute of unity.1 There is no God but God, and paganism, with
its myriads of divinities who did not really exist, was lost in
error. This attitude represented a considerable advance, for,
although monotheism is often considered today as the essential
tenet and special possession of Judaism, it was by no means
established in Israel before the Exile, since neither the Kings
nor the people were really convinced that Jahweh was the sole
God of the Universe. This deplorable state of indecision re-
sulted in lapses into idolatry, lapses which the Prophets, and
especially those of the Exile, had denounced as the real source
of all the misfortunes of Israel.

Even the Prophets themselves, the most faithful of all the
followers of Jahweh, had never been in the habit of inquiring
very closely into the nature, being, or attributes of their God.
But such unquestioning acceptance was hardly possible in the
scribal schools, and the Deity did not escape then* passion for
discussion. Hence there emerged a genuine theodicy, built up
on the intellectual plane, and divorced from the wTorld of feel-
ing and imagination to which the religion of the Prophets
belonged. If the new system seemed somewhat incoherent it
was because it had not entirely divested itself of the remnants
of the old Prophetic religion which survived even in the schools,
and which were much more vigorous among the people, who
were scarcely touched by Rabbinical dialectic. Hence the idea
of God presents two different aspects neither of which can be
neglected.

As the subject of Rabbinical arguments and speculations,
Jahweh tended to lose all traces of anthropomorphism and to
become completely spiritualized and transcendent.2 As I have
already noted, the Targums had the same end in view. The
conclusion of all such reflexions is well expressed by Ben-Sira
(Ecclus. xliii. 27) : " We may speak much,, and yet come short :
wherefore in sum, he is all." The usual names for God attempt

1 The essential bibliography and references to texts are to be found
in CCLII, 359, and in Couard, Die religiosen und sittlichen Anschauungen
der alttestamentlichen Apocryphen und Pseudepigraphen, 1907.    Cf. also
LXXV, Index, tinder the word Gott; CCLHI, 302 ff.; LXVH, 259, 290 jfif. ;
CCLXXIE, 288 ff.    The reader should refer to A. Lods, op. tit., pp. 248 ff.
and 351 ff., for a complete and precise statement of what is here said too
briefly.

2  CCLH, 363 ff.